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CHATTERMARKS 
 

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE 
OLYMPIC PENINSULA CHAPTER OF THE 

AAW 
 

CHAPTER WEB SITE: 
http://www.geocities.com/opaaw  

   

 
 

August MEETING – It’s a picnic!!  
When: August 20th, 2 pm 

Where: Dan & Kathy Ackerman’s Place 
163 Sylopash Lane, Brinnon, Wa. 

 
 
 

Advice for Beginners 
(Contributed by Dave Schweitzer and Tones Briggs) 

 

1. Work with an available mentor through your 
club or friendship with another turner. Very 
important to help apply terminology to the 
object. 
2.  Sharpening -- Utmost import in order to cut 
wood properly and safely. "Knowing" the 
difference between a sharp tool and a not 
sharp tool. 
3.  Turn "green" wood! New turners should find 
a readily available source of branch, limb and 
firewood available for just making chips.   
4.  Keep "forms" very open and avoid rolled 
rims and or complex curves. 
5.  Avoid jumping in too quickly when buying a 
lathe or lathe tools. See if your local club will let 
you check out a mini for a month or two, and 
with the aid of your mentor, you will make wiser 
selections in tools purchase as well. 

 
Note 

 

Northwest Woodworkers on Central in Tacoma 
is closing. All items are 40% off until they are 
gone. It’s a shame to see them go. 

 
Tones Brigg’s bypass surgery was a complete 
success and he is well on his way to recovery. 

 
 

 

 

President’s Turn 
 
First and foremost is the PICNIC!. A great 
event you don’t want to miss. Bring your chair, 
a five-inch diameter turned wooden ball for 
lawn golf and beverages of your choice. If your 
last name starts with a letter from “A” through 
“M” bring a salad and if you are “L” through “Z” 
please bring a dessert. If you missed the July 
meeting or you didn’t raise your hand to signify 
that you will be attending, please let Roger 
Dunn know that you are coming so that he can 
plan for the correct number of people for whom 
to purchase food. Roger can be reached at: 
rd@redunn.com or 360.437.7907. The location 
is of course at Dan and Kathy Ackerman’s 
waterfront estate. For directions, see the July 
“Chattermarks”. 
Second, the ELECTIONS! In January, we will 
be electing new officers. I want to invite anyone 
who is interested in running for any of the 
offices to attend the next four Board of 
Directors meetings, which are held on the 
second Wednesday of the month at 4:00 pm at 
Denny’s in West Bremerton. This will give you 
a chance to “get your feet wet” and see how 
things are currently operating. It is not too late 
to put your two cents in; stick your oar in the 
water; or toss your hat in the ring. YOU can 
become a Board of Directors member.  
See you at the PICNIC! 
 

Steve Austin, President 
 

SUPPORT OUR 

ADVERTISERS 
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CHAPTER OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT:  
                  Steve Austin, 360-692-6969 
SERGENT at ARMS:  
                  Roger Dunn, 360-437-7907 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT:  
                  Russ Robinette, 360-871-1308 
VP EDUCATION and TRAINING:  
                  Dave Schweitzer, 360-432-9509 
VP PUBLIC RELATIONS:  
                  Rick Hurst, 360-876-1373 
VP MEMBERSHIP:  
                  Bob Hickernell, 360-479-5501 
SECRETARY:  
                  Don Young, 360-344-3542  
 

 

 
Sumner Woodworker Store  

Tue-Sat 
Hours-10am-5:30 PM  
Business Phone  
(253)891-9413  
   

JOAN & JOHN SCHMIT 
908 Cherry Ave. 

Sumner,WA 98390  

 

TIP #1 
 

Don’t have a spray booth? Use a plastic 
storage container such as those sold at Costco. 
Set it on its long side and open both lids. Use a 
cheap lazy Susan from the dollar store to put 
you piece on. Start your spraying beyond the 
edge of your piece and the move the spray 
across it in an even sweep. Move back and 
forth until the whole piece is coated. Rotate a 
quarter turn and repeat. Wait for 
manufacturer’s recommended time to recoat 
then rotate another quarter turn and spray. 
Finally rotate one more time and spray one last 
time. You can repeat the entire process until 
the right thickness is achieved. Make sure the 
space is well ventilated. 

 
 

 

MENTORING PROGRAM 

The mentoring program has been set up to 
answer questions and give directional help to 
new members and those whom may be having 
a problem in a specific area. Although not 
intended to be free lessons in woodturning 
(many of those volunteering are professional 
turners and derive their income from turning 
and teaching), these are some friendly folks 
willing to give you a point in the right direction. 
 

Dan Ackerman…......(360)796-4155 
 

“Tones” Briggs….......(360)871-7607  
 

Henry Wischhoefer…(360)377-3464 
 

 

Packard WOODWORKS INC. 

 

      CATALOG   for  WOODTURNERS 

 

      Call Toll Free…(800)-683-8876 
                     Fax: (828 )859-5551 

             E-Mail: Packard@alltel.net 

     Web site: www.packardwoodworks.com 

 

Tip #2 
 

How do you fix a small dent in wood? With a 
soldering iron and tissue paper, of course. 
Here’s how. Wet a piece of tissue paper with 
water. Get it pretty wet. Place the tissue paper 
over the dent. Put the hot soldering iron on the 
tissue paper and allow the steam to penetrate 
to the wood. This will cause the crushed fibers 
to expand back to the normal shape. This will 
usually refill most, if not all of the dent. Be 
careful not to let the tissue dry or else you may 
scorch the wood. A little judicious use of sand 
paper and finish and you’re back in business. 
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Eastern Red Cedar  
(Juniperus virginiana) 
by Rick Hurst 

  
Unlike last month’s wood Eastern Red Cedar 
(ERC for short) is All American growing from 
Maine to Texas. The color of eastern red cedar 
can range from creamy white to a rich purple. 
The most common hues are reds and rusts. The 
feature that makes it so beautiful is that these 
colors are usually all mixed up. Its one of the 
most decay resistant woods in the world. I cut 
down a tree that had been dead for years. The 
sapwood was infested with everything from ants 
to scorpions but as you can see, the heartwood 
was in good shape. 

 
 
ERC can be difficult to turn, as it tends to chip out 
and tear, however, if you use light cuts and keep 
you tools sharp, you should have not problems. 
Although it smells good, it’s too much of a good 
thing when turning; so be sure to wear full gear. I 
like to put a fan behind me because the cedar oil 
is volatile and can get through a particulate filter 
type mask. If you keep the shavings separate 
(yes, you will have to sweep the floor) you can 
put them in a sachet to keep the closets and 
drawers smelling nice. 
 
One problem with ERC is that it is soft, especially 
near the sapwood. If you want to use if for pens 
and the like, you’ll need to harden it up with 
epoxy or super glue. It also is difficult to get a 
high gloss, but that doesn’t matter. People seem 
to love this wood. 
 
(Ed. Note: If you’d like to write about your favorite wood, let me know.) 

 

NORTHWEST 

WOODWORKERS  

HARDWOODS 
Nick Lovrick 

Call toll free: 800-829-7473 
Fax:253-272-5563 

 
1106 Center St          Tacoma, WA 98409 

 

CRAFT SUPPLIES USA 
 

Serving Woodturners for over 20 years 
Call or write for FREE color catalog 

 
1287 E. 1120 S. 

Provo, Utah 84606 USA 
TEL: 800-551-8876  

 
www.woodturnerscatolog.com  

 

An Artisan’s Favorite - Rare Mesquite Wood  
 

UNIQUE MESQUITE 
Specializing in Eye-Burl Figured Mesquite 

 
Additional information at our web site with 

Woodfinder 
at www.woodfinder.net (keyword: mesquite) 

 
IF UNIQUE IS WHAT YOU SEEK, 

CALL: 830-256-4414  
Harold and Carole Jambers  

499 Jambers Ranch Rd.   *    Whitsett, Texas 
78075 

 

THE BURL SOURCE  
 “ The finest Australian and rare North American 

 burls and burlwood products” 
 

Visit our web site at: www.theburlsource.com 
 E-mail: burlturn@xmission.com 

 Call Skip Bellock at: 801-942-2616 
 

 Please mention your AAW club membership  
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TURNING SUPPLIES 
WOODCUT TOOLS  

Bowlsaver Hollowing Tools 
Replaceable Tip Gouges 

  

ASTRA DOT SANDPAPER 

2" & 3" Rounds 60 to 1000 Grit 
 

Contact: 
John Elliot 360-452-5673 

 

D S C 
Industrial Supply 

For all your woodworking Needs 
Jet Tool & Equipment  
Performax  
Milwaukee Electric  

Powermatic 
Porter-Cable 

Hitachi 
Tools, Dust Collection, Abrasives, Finishes, 

Bits, Blades, General Supplies, & ever more! 
360-697-3280 M-F 6:30a.m. to 5:00p.m. 

3203 Totten Rd NE, Poulsbo (Old Big Bear Drive In)  
 

TREELINE 

 
The Woodcraft Specialists  

 
Call toll free: 1-800-598-2743 

 
Order online at: www.treelineusa.com  

 
1305 East 1120 South     Provo, UT 84606 

 

STEVE DUNN’S  
HIGHLY FIGURED HARDWOODS 

 
E-mail: s 

 

 

R O C K L E R   

WOODWORKING AND HARDWAREWOODWORKING AND HARDWAREWOODWORKING AND HARDWAREWOODWORKING AND HARDWARE 
 

(206) 224-9161  
 

Fax: (206) 244-9162  
 

www.rockler.com   
 

345 Tukwila Parkway    Tukwila, WA 9810  
 

 

WOODCRAFT  

 

Helping You Make Wood Work 
 

206-767-6394 
 

5963 Corson Ave. S.   Seattle, WA 98108  
 

Web Site: 
http://stores.woodcraft.com/seattle  

 

NWWOOD 

 

Lumber, Turning Squares, Bowl Blocks 

Cants and Slabs, Dry Kiln  
 

“Chris”  
 

253-279-4618 
 

www.nwwood.com 
 

See web site for hours of operation 
 

14224 Bingham Ave. E.   Tacoma, WA 98446  
 

    INDUSTRIAL 
        ABRASIVES CO. 
                  coated  abrasive  products 
642 N. Eighth Street 
P.O. Box 14955 
Reading, PA 19612 
Toll Free (800) 428-2222 
         Fax (610 378 4866 

SANDRA A. REESE 
                  President 

 

 


